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cannot possibly precede or cause the substance,
whose properties they are, this law, imposed
by the Creator, attends and cannot precede the
gift of being. It is a result of the divine
act, and cannot govern the act on which it
wholly depends. It is true that, if acts of
creation are successive, we may be sure that
there is divine wisdom in the times when they
occur, and a correspondence, which we may
perhaps be able in some measure to discern,
with the conditions of the earth, or other parts
of the universe, when new forms of life are
called into being. This is a creation by the
wisdom of tho Supreme Creator, who orders
all things by number, weight, and measure,
and comprehends the mountains in scales and
the hills in a balance. There is a high and
lofty sense in which the Most High God is a
law unto Himself, and f' the perfection which
God is, giveth perfection tc> that He doeth.'"
But in place of this solemn and glorious truth,
the ambiguous phrase, (e created by law,"
would obtrude on the unwary a degrading
counterfeit, an eyeless Samson of prodigious
strength, compelled by unknown laws of na-
turo to grind in their prison-house, and from
timo to time to do surprising works of power
at their bidding. How unlike is such a being